Parnell
to enquire into 4 the allegations and charges made against
members of Parliament by the defendants in the recent
action/ "   When the terms of the motion were published,
an astonished assembly discovered that the commission was
to be of a singularly roving character; for not only was the
specific matter of ParnelFs alleged letters to be investigated,
but also the charges made by The Times against other persons.
Mr* Morley scathingly comments on the enormity of this
offer*   " A certain member is charged with the authorship
of incriminating letters*   To dear his character as a member
of Parliament, he demands a Select Committee*   We decline
to give a committee, says the minister, but we offer you
a commission of judges, and you may take our offer or refuse,
as you please; only the judges must enquire not merely into
your question of the letters, but into all the charges and
allegations made against all of you, and not these only, but
into the charges and allegations made against other people
as well/*1   The motion was proposed by Mr* Smith, who
was subsequently detected in a private consultation in his own
house with one of The Timers proprietors, Mr* Walter, while
the Bill to establish the commission was being prepared*
Mr* Smith endeavoured to cover this piece of collusion with
a pretence that he was merely chatting over old times with
his old friend !2
Mr* Smith spoke for half a minute, and managed to make
the House feel that he regarded the whole business as a
pother about nothing* Parnell, deeply angry as he had every
right to be, told the House that it was absurd to ask him
whether he accepted or refused the Bill when the Bill was
not printed and no account of its contents had been given;
and added that it was still more absurd to offer him any choice
whatever in accepting or refusing the Bill* " The Attorney-
1  Life of Gladstone, by John Morley, bk* x*, chap* iii*, sect* 2*
2  The Parnell Movement, by T, P* O'Connor, MJ?V p*352*
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